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$ It ig nertain, that no bett I could tive 
1 [bees rojected for etrieving our late misfottuhes 
th America, than enterprize: The 
rtance of Breton to the French may 


b be bände from che effect, which the reductſon 
; of it had in the laſt war; it paved the way for the 
reary of Rix-la- Chapelle, and the reſtitution of 
© appenrs to have been regarded by France, as 
n article of the peace on ner part 
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The roms no 3 was indeed 
laying the ax to the root of the tree; and the re- 
do ction pf it wauid hays given Eanada its dean 
wound ; our failure therefore in this important 4 
attempt may well occaſion a public concern. 1 
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The aim 1 the writer of the Briſtol letter is, 
to ard the It upon the niſters and 

wy of th 5 and Admi- 
ral in abandoning the Expedition, as he ſays they 
did, on the * of Auguſt. 


A be qOwith ſa 1 Our were 
* — dee 19205 Fr olbourn 2 
<« ſailed from Spithead, that Beaufremont's qua- 

* dron was ordered to join the Frenc pe 4 # 
« Loviſbourg, but ſlighted the inform 

& cauſe the Kato Better e Thar 6nd woud g 
4 ir fatal. miſfake c0 concerning the N 
3 ew, „char was to be Fehr againſt'Mivor 1 
« would habe cuted them of cheir Selfeſui- 
40 ciency 3” that * "e- do edery red 2. Balve, 

<« and fo do noi bing effectualy 3 * 
- Op 0 Pele ſtreng * is ſo e Aide ; 
ar heat leck Gur, that it is as 3 as 1 
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force ud to helle he ha, Was . 4 1 
cee 

1 aſfertion-· „Ie 46d do everything ty 
« balves, and 10 do nothing A 


it may be remarked, * d to our 
Forces 


Forces in North America, that his Majeſty had 
there, before che arrival of the new · raiſed High- 
landers, and 6000 troops laſt ſent from Ireland, 
about 135000, and has now upon that Continent 
opwards of 21,000 Regular troops ; and we have 


(1791 


undoubted accounts lately come from Quebec, 
that the French themſelves do not compute their 


X Regular troops in all Canada at more than 3000, 
nor thoſe at 
ve have a ſuperiotity of regular forces there on 
the ſide of the Engliſn, which, with the Ir- 
regulars, that the Calonies could and would rea- 


uiſbourg to exceed 2 300; ſo that 


dily raiſe upon ſuch an occaſion, ſeems ſufficient, 
if rigbiiy directed, to drive the French out ot 
North America. fi 


As to his free Reflections upon the Miniſters 


# for ſlighting the information which, he ſays, they 


had certainly received long before Mr. Holbourn 
failed from Sprtbead, 5. that Beaufremont was or- 
t dered to Louiſbourg,”: and his concluſion from 
thence, 55, that the naval/force ſent to take Lou- 


4 486 iſbourg Was too ſmall,” one would be naturally 


led by them to think; that the French fleet was, 
upon Beaufremont's junction of Mr. Revef, ſupe- 
nor to Mr. Holbourn; whereas it appears by the 
Letrer-writer's on liſt of the Engliſh and French 
ſhips," that Mr. Holhourn was much ſuperior to 
them, ſo that there was no reaſon for augmenting 
his ſquadron. : as to Mr. Ia Mottbe, it is evident 
from the liſt, that he did not join Mr. Reævęſt and 
Mr. Beasfremont at Louiſbourg till 25 days after 
cheir arrival there 3 ſo that it ſeems, moſt proba- 
ble, that che deſtination of his ſquadron. for Lou- 
iſbourg was not determined upon by the French 
miniſters themſelves, till ſome time alter ; and 
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18 J. 
there is 0 Appearance, 


reaſon to apprehend ehr Mr. Mars fk 
from Spithead, that Mi 4a" Mvtht mould: be 
a "ordevel 2 but, as ſoon as they 
had, they ſent Mr: Mabeurn à reinforcement; 
which trade him n ſuperior to e ge 
French fleet. „00 elt: re 14 95 5 
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And with ahi to the 8 It Thar 
«© the naval force Jent'towrake Lou was 
« diſpatched too late. in the. year 7? it it well 
known that Mr. Hothourn lay wind- bound at 
Spithead, St. Helen's, and Cork; & weeks in 
the hole at leaſt, and Was ufterwards nine wWocks 
on his paſſage to Halifax : if his ſhips had not 
been thus retarded, he muſt have arrived there by 
the beginning of May „ in Which caſe he would 
Have had it inchis power (according to tlie Latten. 
writer's \own- acc οανt of the times of the arrival 
of the French fhips at Louiſbourg) firſt to have 
intercepted Mr. Neveſt's and Mir. Beaufremant's 
ſquadrons ſeparately, (but if: not ſeparatehy, his 


ſquadron was ſuperior co their joint fore) or at 


leaſt to have prevented their entering the har. 
bour; and Mr. la Murube, who wide not get v0 
Louiſbeurg till the 29th of June, would, ina 

bility, have ſhaved the ſame fate; which 
muft have ſeeured the reduttion of Tioutſhoung. 
That Mr. Holbourn did inot happen ton arrive at 
Halifax by hat time, according tothe intention 
of the Miniſters, and hat imiglit have reaſonabl 
been expected, can't be juſtiy charged to 
account, but was wholly owing to contrary 
winds ; an adverſe Event, which all dſeaà Enter- 
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Tue writer of che Briſtol letter indeed ob- 
ſerves, That our operations againſt Cape Bre- 
&* ton ſhould begin with the Spring;“ but allow - 
ing that to be the moſt advantageous time; yer 
if Mr. Holbourn had arrived at Halifax by the 
beginning of May, or even three weeks later, the 
conqueſt of Louiſbourg might have been very 


= eaſily made this year, 


The two moſt eſſential points in this caſe are, 
iſt. That the Troops employed upon this ſer- 
vice ſhould be ſtrong enough to keep the Field 


| gn Succours, that may be thrown into Lou- 


ifbourg during the ſiege, and to repulſe any Par- 
ties of the enemy in their fallies from the town. 


2dly. That they ſhould be landed upon the 


Hand in time to go through the neceſſary Opera- 
tions for the reduction of Louiſbourg before the 
winter fets in; which it does not generally, till 
about the beginning of November. 


Now both theſe points would have been ſe- 
cured, if Mr. Holbourn's Squadron had arrived at 
Halifax by the time, it might have reaſonably 
been expected to have done, and the Ceneral had 
got there in due ſeaſon. | 


As to the firſt ; the forces intended to have 
been landed upon the iſland were 11,000 Regular 
Troops; which would doubtleſs have been ſtrong 
enough to have carried on their works againſt the 
n ahh and kept themſelves Maſters of the 
ied, | | 


8 | And 


ing arms. 
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And as to the ſecond ; theſe Troops might have 


been landed by the middle or latter end of May 
at furtheſt ; which would have given them five 
months at leaſt to have effected the reduction of 
Loviſbourg ; a time much more than ſufficient 


for 11,000 Regular Troops to have done it in 


agent the oppoſition of 3500 Irregulars, which 
the writer of the Briſtol letter ſays the Garriſon 
of Louiſbourg conſiſted of: the New England 
men, in their Expedition againſt it in 1745, did 
it in forty-ſeven days with 4000 Irregulars againſt 
a Garriſon of 650, Regular Troops, and about 


11600 inhabitants and fiſhermen capable of bear- 


* 


It might poſſibly have taken up ſome time for 


the Troops to carry the Redoubts, which may be 
ſuppoſed to have been erected by the French 
ſince the laſt Expedition; but if the Iſland was 
covered with them, they could have held out but 


a ſhort time againſt the force of the Beſiegers, and 
the City after that would have been a very eaſy 


Conqueſt; for its weakneſs, I muſt obſerye to 
you, conſiſts in the ſmall extent of it, and the 
works within it ; which expoſes the inhabitants 
and ſoldiers in every quarter to the cannon and 
bombs of the Beſiegers; ſo that the former muſt 
be obliged to quit their houſes and betake them- 
ſelves (as muſt alſo the ſoldiers when off duty) to 
their caſmates, which are extremely damp and 
' unwholſome ; and that muſt ſoon reduce them 


to ſuch extremities, as would oblige them to ſur- 


render. 


But 
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But this happened unfortunately not to be 
the caſe; the General did not get to Halifax 
till about the 3d of July, which was 27 days 
after Mr. Reveſt and Mr. Beaufremont had got 
to Louiſbourg, and four days after Mr. la 
Motthe ; nor did the Admiral arrive at Halifax 


till the gth of July. I ſhall theretore proceed to 


examine the reaſons aſſigned by the writer of 
the Briſtol letter, for the Generals and AdmiraPs 
not proceeding then to Louiſbourg. 


In the firſt place, he ſays, that one 64 gun 


- ſhip lying in the harbour of Louiſbourg would 


render the Janding of Troops upon the Iſland im- 
practicable; whereas there were eighteen capital 
Ships there, when the Admiral arrived at Halitax ; 
his words are, Ships of war lying in the har- 
„ bour (of Loviſbourg] command in ſuch man- 
«© ner the place, where our Troops muſt neceſ- 
« farily debark, that early as we | New England 
men] were, had the Vigilant, a ſhip of 64 
« = got in, inſtead ot being taken by Sir 
© Peter Warren, ſhe would have rendered our 
landing r J z and he ſays, That 
* the General ought to have landed on Cape Bre- 
« ton before any ſhips of war from France or 
Quebec could get there to annoy his troops in 
their debarkation; that inſtead of that the 
« liſt [of the Engliſh and French ſquadrons 
annexed to his letter] * will ſhew, that there 
were eighteen capital Ships of war in Louiſ- 
„ bourg harbour ten days before Admiral Hol- 
« bourn arrived at Halifax; that his [the Ge- 
« neral's] firſt intelligence was indeed, that there 
* were only ſeven capital Ships of war in the har- 
: B 2 « hour 


( 12 ] 
“ bour of Louiſbourg z upon which, tho? ſuch 


* a force was capable of galling his Troops moſt 
86 terribly in their landing, yet he embarked 


+ them, in order to diſpute the point; but Capt. 


„% Edwards on the Newfoundland ſtation taking 
<< an advice boat, about the ſame time, ſent him 
* a true account of the F rench ſtrength, which 
* you will ſee in the annexed liſt ; whereu 

« a Council of war being called, conſiſting of land 
and ſea Officers, it was agreed unanimouſly, 
e excepting only one diſſenting vote, that the at- 
te tempt. was impracticable at that time; and 
then proceeds to obſerve, That it would have 
«© been againſt common prudence, and fool 
10 „ to oy — made the attempt.“ 


8 intirely agree with the writer of the letter, 


« That if ſhips lying in the harbour of Louiſ- 


6 bourg command in ſuch, manner the * 
<« where our troops mult. neceſſarily debark, as 


that one 64 gun Ship would render their land- 


& ing impracticable,” (as he aſſerts) it would 
have been the heighth of foel-bardineſs to have 


attempted landing them againſt eighteen capital 


Ships lying there; and in that caſe it will be dif- 


ficult to reconcile with common prudence the at- 
tempt, which he ſays the General had determined 


upon making to land his troops againſt the fire 


of ſeven capital Ships; as alſo to account for his 


altering that determination; ſor it is well known, 


that there is not room in chat part of the harbour, 
from whence it is in the power of Ships to annoy 
an Enemy on ſhoar, for more than five to ſpread, 
and be properly placed for that purpoſe ; to that 


150 General might as well have landed his troops 


againſt 
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againſt eigbteen Ships as againſt ſeven; eighteen 


could not have obſtructed his landing more than 


ſeven : and if he thought it adviſeable to attempt 
landing his Troops againſt ſeven ſhips, the intel- 
ligence he received from Captain Edwards, 
ç that there were eighteen in the harbour, could 


be no reaſon with him for altering his firſt deter- 
- mination, as the wirter of the Briſtol letter ſays 


it was: but it is clear, that his afſertion is not 
well founded. 


What place it is, where he ſays our Troops 
muſt neceſſarily debark, he has not indeed point- 
ed out. I ſuppoſe: he can't mean the harbour. 
As to Chapeau Rouge Bay, from whence the 
New England men landed in their Expedition 
againſt Cape Breton jn 1745, it is about twelve 
miles deep, and affords many good places for 
landing troops upon the back of Louiſbourg ; 
and it is well known, that the diſtance of 
Bay is in ſome parts upwards of five miles from 
Louiſbourg harbour, in none leſs than three; and 
that no ſight can be had, from ſhips in the har- 
bour, of Troops landing from the Bay; fo that it 
is impoſſible for Ships lying there to give Troo 
* leaſt annoyance in their debarkation from the 
Bay. | 9p | 


Another reaſon aſſigned by the letter-writer 


is, “ That the French were much ſuperior in 


the number of their capital ſhips, carrying a 
much greater number of guns, all of much 
© heavier metal, and much larger calibres than 
cours; and if the General and Admiral had been 


** nevertheleſs ſo raſh as to make the intend 
« deſcent.” 
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| L 14 ] 
deſcent,” he aſks, ** What could they in rea- 
lon expect, but that the French fleet would 
come out, as they ought ,fight Admiral Hol- 
bourn, defeat him of courſe, and then fink or 


deſtroy all our Tranſports, with 11,000 land 
+ Forces on board.“ | 


Admiral Holbourn's ſquadron, according to the 
liſt annexed to the letter, conſiſted of ſeventeen 
Mips of the line, viz. one of 80 guns, two of 74, 


one of 70, two of 68, three of 64, ſix of 60, one 


of 54, and one of 50, five frigates of 20 guns 
each, and fix ſloops carrying 72 guns in the 
whole. The French fleet conſiſted of eighteen 
ſhips, viz. one of 84 guns, two of 80, fix of 74, 
one of 70, and eight of 64, ' beſides ſix frigates, 
viz. one of 40 guns, three of 36, one of 30, and 


one of 26 ; which is doubtleſs a force ſo much 


ſuperior to that of Mr. Holbourn's, that if the 


only queſtion before the Council of war was, whe- 


ther it was adviſeable to riſque a battle with the 
French, conſidering the bad conſequences, which 
might have attended a defeat on our part, I 
think the determination of the Council againſt 


* 


But there is another very material circumſtanee 
to be conſidered in the caſe; which is; the Ge- 


neral and Admiral had received intelligence, that 
the French crews were very /ickly, and their ſqua- 


dron thereby much weakened ; and this intell1- 


gence was corroborated by another circumſtance, 


viz. that when the Admiral cruized with only five 
or fix ſhips off Louiſbourg, the French did not 


ſeud any ſhips aſter him; which plainly diſ- 


covered 


might have reaſonably, expected. 


( 15) 


covered ſome backwardneſs in them to quit the 
Harbour; and what good reaſon can be given for 
that, if the force of their ſhips was what the 


writer of the Briſtol letter repreſents it to be, 
and their crews were in good health? 
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Theſe circumſtances he takes notice of, and ac- 


counts for in the following manner; lt is ſaid 


that the French fleet was ſo greatly weakened 
by ſickneſs, that it could have made but ver 

little oppoſition ; but ſuppoſing this to be 
true, how could Lord Loudoun and Admiral 
Holbourn know it? They were indeed in- 
formed by a fiſherman, that the French crews 
were ſickly, yet not ſo ſickly as to render them 
deſpicable Enemies; belides we ſee how little 
the intelligence of fiſhermen was to be de- 
pended upon; for they ſaid, there were but 
ſeven ſail of French ſhips in the harbour, when 
there were eighteen of the line, and fix fri- 


gates ſrom 26 to 40 guns: ſome think it odd 
that Admiral Holbourn ſhould venture up to 


Louiſpourg, and cruize off with only five or 
ſix ſhips of the line, and yet think it impru- 
dent to go up with his whole Force, and the 
Tranſports ; but they do not rightly conſider 
the difference ; had the French come out with 
a ſuperior force in one caſe, he might have 
made at moſt a running fight of it; — in the 
other, what would have become of the Iran 
ports, and land Forces ? he muſt either have 
left them to periſh by themſelves, or have 

riſhed with. . at leaſt this is What * 
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the whole ſeaſon, till he quitted the coaſt; and 
8288 ; it 


| [ 16 ] 

The reaſon aſſigned 
miral's ſlighting the intelligence, they had received 
of the ſickly ſtate of the French crews, becaufe it 
was given them by a fiſherman, ſeems far from 
being fſatisfa&tory ;— - Fiſhermen's news is like 
that of other mariners; ſometimes true, ſometimes 
falſe. I have been credibly informed, that the 
New England men had their firſt intelligence of 
Canſo's being ſurprized, and burnt by the French 
in 1744, brought to Boſton by a Fijherman, as 
was that of the arrival of Mr. Conflans in 1746 
with four capital ſhips before Chebucto harbour, 
(now Halifax) where he came from the Weſt- 
Indies, in order to join duke d*Anville's ſquadron; 
which arrived at Chebucto ſoon after: had the New 
England men in theſe eaſes ſlighted the intelli- 
gence given them, becauſe Fiſhermen brought it 


(from ſome of whom they doubtleſs had at other 
information) Nova Scotia 


times received wrong 
would in the firſt place have been probably laſt 


that year; and in the latter, the Colonies would 


have loſt much time for putting themſelves into 
the beſt ſtate of defence they could, againſt the 
French Armament. © | 


Their chief protection indeed 
it is well known, owing to the ſickneſs of the men 
on board it; For though the French Admiral 
had Treble the number of capital ſhips to that of 
the Engliſh ſquadron, which then lay at Louiſ- 
bourg, yet they were ſo weakened by the fickly 
ſtate of their crews, that he did not think fit to 
venture out of Chebucto, but kept in the harbour 


. 


*, 


for the General's and Ad: 


againſt it was, 
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[ 17.] 
it was the Opinion of the beſt Judges there, that 
the 3 ſquadron, though ſo much inferior 


to the French in reſpect of the number and ſize 
of it's ſhips, yet on account of the health and vi- 
gour of it's men, was of ſufficient force, even to 
have attacked the French in their harbour. 


If the French fleet in Louiſbourg harbour 
this year was in the ſame /ickly ſtate, that Mr. 
d'Anville's was in at Chebucto in 1746, it is 
clear that Mr. Holbourn's ſeventeen ſhips of the 
line, which it does not appear were in the leaſt 
diſabled by ſickneſs, were a ſuperior Force to the 
eighteen French capital ſhips : the fiſherman's in- 
telligence therefore was a matter of ſuch moment, 
that it ought not to have been lighted only be- 
cauſe other fiſhermen had happened before to 
give a wrong account of the number of the ſhips 
in Louiſbourg harbour ; eſpecially when the in- 
formation he gave, had been ſtrengthened by ſo 
conſiderable a circumſtance, as Mr. Holbourn's 


XZ appearing off Louiſbourg with only five or ſix 


ſhips, and cruizing there without being moleſted 


by the French: it was undoubtedly of the utmoſt 
importance to have all poſſible enquiry made into 
the truth of it; for if it was true, as no body now 


doubts it was; the General and Admiral need not 
have been under any apprehenſion that the French 
ſquadron would have come out to attack Mr. 
Holbourn's whole fleet: and in ſuch caſe, ' if the 


troops had been landed, it would have put it in- 


to their power to have made themſelves maſters. 
of the French fleet, as well as of Louiſbourg : 
for then the ſhips in the harbour would have been 
expoſed to the cannon of batteries raiſed ' on 
| C ſhoar. 
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ſhore, which the writer of tbe letter obſerves 


“ bour ſo, that no ſhip can come in or go out, 
« and if they ſhould Nip in, in the night, can in- 
« fallibly e them.” He ſuppoſes indeed 
thele Batteries to. be raiſed before ſhips enter the 
19 harbour; but according to accounts given of 
14 the ſituation of the ground, where ſuch Batteries 
ought to be raiſed, it appears practicable to erect 
4 | them, even after ſhips have entered, in ſuch 


| manner, as that they will not be much expoled tc to 
if =" | the fire from the ſhips. 


pedition was abandoned, and the General hap- 
pened to return with 6000 troops to New York 
(as it is ſaid he did) before the four ſhips laſt ſent 
to Mr. Holbourn joined him: this reinforcement, 


which muſt Ad arrived at Halifax ſoon. after, 
would have made his ſquadron ſuperior to the 


French fleet, even in the number and force of 
ſhips, and poſſibly have eaſcd all difficulties 


about landing the troops, and n to 
before Loullbourg. "7 


As to tha other reaſon aſſigned by the writer of 
the Briſtol letter for the General's not landing his 
Troops, viz. * That he had received information 
« that there were near 3500 Irregulars in Louiſ- 
e bourg; this ſurely could have no weight with 


ready for the attack. 


There. ſeems indeed one hes difficulty wit with 
regard to landing the Troops, which-the writer of 
the 
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2 the Briſtol letter has not mentioned: that is, the 
9 great Body of Seamen which muſt be ſuppoſed to 


on board eighteen Capital ſhips, detachments 
from which might, upon occaſion, have "ng 
employed on ſhoar againſt the in leve- 
ral parts of land ſervice; and I think this of it- 
ſelf would be an inſuperable objection to landing 


them, unleſs they too could have drawn like ſup- 


and aſſiſtance from Mr. Helbourr's ſquadron 
n cafe of need: but as they might certainly 
have done that, if Mr. Holbourn was ſtrong 
enough to have lay*'d before Louiſbourg ; the 
difficulty appears to be ſolved, eſpecially & the 
French crews were fo ſickly, © | 


I I now proceed to examine what the writer of 
the Briſtol letter obſerves concerning the time, 
fays the Troops ought to have been land- 
Breton, in order to have made the 
Expedition fucceed : upon this he lays great 


ſtreſs; he ſays in one part of his letter, that 


door Operations againſt Cape Breton ſhould 


< commence with the Spring, not later than the 
< end of March or beginning of April—that the 
moment the thick fogs, which cover the ſea, 


and ice, which choaks up the harbours of Cape 


« Breton, begin to clear away, is the proper 
time for making the deſcent ; and that it was 
*« wholly owing to the New England men's ob 
« ſerving and feizing it, that they ſucceeded in 
*< their gallant attempt [in 1745]; and tha 
** whoever hopes for the /ame ſucceſs, muſt tak 
the ſame meaſures.” And in another part 
he ſays, « We can't take Loviſbourg unleſs we 


[20] 

«© begin our Operations againſt it in April; 
And why then was it not done? The only Fo 
which the letter - writer aſſigns for that, is con- 
tained in the following words; he ſays, « He 
« [Lord Loudoun} ought to have been enabled 
to begin his e againſt Louiſbourg in 
« April; whereas Admiral Holbourn, without 
whoſe aſſiſtance he could not proceed, did not 
arrive till July th: he ought to have landed 
on Cape Breton before any ſhips of war from 
France or Quebec could get there to annoy 
his Troops in their debarkation; inſtead. of 
that, the liſt will ſhew that there were eighteen 
Capital ſhips in Louiſbourg harbour ten days 
before An Holbourn arrived at Halifax.“ 


Ihe 3 of this i is, he the Cinema 9 
not proceed then for want of the aſſiſtance of Ad- 
miral Holbourn's ſquadron; but why not? The 
6000 Troops which the General had then ready, and 
afterwards carried with him to Halifax upon that 
ſervice, muſt (according to the letter-writer's 
own obſervation) have been, without the aſſiſt» 
ance of the fix Regiments from Ireland, a ſuffi- 
cient Land force for the reduction of Louiſbourg 
againſt the French Troops, which could be ex- 
pected ta have been found in Garriſon there, at 
that ſeaſo of the year; at which time likewiſe 
there was no danger of the Troops being moleſted 
2 the French ſhips of war, either upon their 

lage to Cape Breton or debarkation there: 
r, he ſays, ** That both Sea and Land forces are 
* faxced to quit Louiſbourg as ſoon as the win- 
“ ter begins to ſet in; and that by attacking it 
285 early 1 in the Spring (viz, 1 in April) before they 
| & could 


N 


| 
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& could receive any reinforcements or ſupplies 
* from Europe, we ſhall take the French at a 
&* total diſadvantage.” And after landing of 
our Troops they need not, according to his aſſer- 
tion, have feared any Succours being thrown into 
Louiſbourg ;z for he ſays, If our troops get 
on ſhoar time enough to erect a Battery or two 
before any ſhips from. Europe arrive, they 
« can command the entry into the harbour of 
Louiſbourg ſo, that no {hip can come in or 
* go out; and, if they ſhould ſlip in, in the night, 
„ can infallibly deſtroy them ;”* and in another 
Part of his letter, he ſays, ** our Troops [when 
landed! would ſo command the entrance 
[into the harbour] as to render all acceſs im- 
% practicable. And another very conſiderable 
circumſtance, which he ſeems ignorant of, might 
have been mentioned; viz. that, beſides raiſing 
Batteries, it would have been abſolutely in the 

wer of ' our Troops to have made themſelves 
maſters (as the New England men did three days 
after their landing) of the grand Battery, which 
conſiſts of twenty-eight cannon of 42 pound 
ball, and two of 18 pound, much the greateſt 
part of which point directly down the harbour, 
and command every veſſel at it's entrance into 
It. | | 
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The letter- writers aſſertion thereſore, T hat 
« the General was not enabled to begin his opera- 
„tions againſt Louiſbourg early in the Spring, 


re « for want of the aſſiſtance of Mr. Heltourn's 
n- fſquadron,“ is confured by his own obſerva- 
it tions. TO os 


This 


oy 


„ 
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This aſſertion appears likewiſe to be contra 
to the General's own ſentiments in this point; for 
if he was of Opinion, that it would not have 
been ſafe for him to have ed in the Expe- 
dition, when the coaſt was clear of French ſhips 
of war (as in fact it was tall the 4th day of June), 
without the aſſiſtance of Mr. Holbourn's: qua- 
dron, it ſeems impoſſible to account for his'con- 
duct in ſtaying at New York, till the latter end 
of that month; and then proceeding to Halifax, 
after he had certain advice that Mr. Rev arid 
Mr. Beaufremont were arrived at Louiſbourg, 
and that Mr. Holbourn was not got to Halifax ; 
in which caſe he certainly run an extreme riſque 
of being intercepted in his paſſage thither; he 
would doubtleſs have either proceeded to Halifax 
before the arnval of the French ſhips at Louiſ- 
bourg, or have ſtayed till Mr. Holbourn was got 
to Halifax; unleſs he was prevented by poſitive 
Orders not to fail from New York, till the arri- 
val of Mr. Holbourn at Halifax, or was not rea- 


dy to proceed from thence till the latter end of 


ne; neither of which ought to be preſumed: 
or in che former of thoſe caſes, he be guilty 
of a breach of Orders; and in the latter, of a 
moſt inexcuſable delay in his preparations; which 
was not the caſe, if we may depend upon our ad- 
vices from New York, viz. that his Troops were 
actually embarked on board the Tranſports by 
the 6th of May. bs 


With regard to the Generals not proceeding 
from New York to Lowſbourg in April; if any 
doubt was made whether 6000Troops would have 
then been a ſufficient force for the reduction of 

| it, 
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it, (for which I think there is no room) might 


they not have been ſtrengthened with 100c New 
England Irregulars, many of whom, with their 
- Officers, would have been of fingular ſervice, 

from the experience they had gained in the laſt 
Exped 
had required, might they not have been ſtill fur- 
ther ſtrengthened with ſome Troops, which might 
have been then ſpared from Nova Scotia? 


ition againſt Cape Breton; and if occaſion 


For my own part ; when the accounts firſt ap- 


peared in the prints, that a ſecret Expedition was 


to be made from New York with 6000 Troops, 
(which it was conjectured were deſtined againſt 
Cape Breton) the notion I entertained, that they 
would have proceeded to Louiſbourg very early 
in the Spring, and landed before the arrival of 
the French ſquadron there, (as the New England 
men did in 1745) was ſo ſtriking a circumſtance 
in favour of the. Enterprize, that I had no doubt 
of the ſucceſs of it. | 


The letter - writer concludes with ſaying, 
«© That they [meaning the General and Admiral] 
ate both by this time much better acquainted 


with every thing neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the 


«« Expedition, than any other Commander, who 
can be ſent out: nor is it to be hoped, that 
« Lord Loudoun's ſucceſſor, whoever he be, will 
% have near ſo much influence over the North 
« Americans; which is a very material point : 
41 7 * wok our miniſters ſaw this matter 
« in the In in which it a s evi- 
0 dently to, Desi . Ty: 


It 
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It is not to be doubted, that the General muſt 
by thts time be much better acquainted with eve- 
ry part of his Majeſty's fervice in North America 
from his Experience in it theſe two laſt Cam- 


paigus ; but it is poſſible,” that we may not have 


the ſame favourable opportunity for making the 
conqueſt. of Cape Breton another year, that we 
had this ; for I don't think we can abſolutely de- 
pend upon what the letter-writer ſo poſitively aſ- 
ſerts, That a French Army or Fleet cannot 
< winter in that inhoſpitable part of the world ” 
Louiſbourg or Canada]. That he is miſtaken 
in the former part of his aſſertion, no perſon, who 
is in the leaſt verſed in the hiftory of this war, can 
be ignorant; for it is well known that the Troops, 
which have been ſent from France to Louiſbourg 
and Canada, ſince the commencement of it, have 
actually winter'd there; and that it is not poſſible 
for a Fleet to do the fame, tho? there may have 
been no inſtance of that, ſeems far from being 
certain. : i VG. DIRT I TH 


I have been informed, that in 1746, two ſhips | 


of Sir Peter Warren's ſquadron wintered in the 
north eaſt part of Louiſbourg harbour: *how- 
ever, from the accounts I have heard, of the ex- 

ſure of it to the ſouth weſt winds, the ſmall 
riſe of the tides within the harbour, and the 


quantities of ice with which it-is generally filled 
at that ſeaſon, it would be too hazardous for a 
Fleet to attempt the ſame ; but, that a very large 


ſquadron may ſafely winter in Chapeau Rouge 
Bay, I believe there is no doubt to be made; a 
French ſquadron would indeed lie very much ex- 


poſed there to be attacked by our ſhips; and mw 
| ar 
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give his vote for it, as there are no 
== © verſions there.” For to my knowle 


1251 
that may be an objection with the French 
inſt venturing their ſhips there, I will not 
take upon me to ſay, I am well aſſured, that 
the late Six Peter Warren, who had the chief 
command at ſea in the intended Expedition againſt 
Canada in 1746, was, from the inquiry he then 
made in America, concerning the practicableneſs 
of wintering a Fleet in the river St. Lawrence, 
ſo fully of it, that in caſe that Expe- 
dition had proceeded, and he had found it too 
late in the ſeaſon to have effected it that year, he 
determined to winter the ſhips under his com- 
mand in one of the harbours there, the name of 
which I don't immediately recollect. 


As to the letter-writer's propolal, that an 
Engliſh Fleet deſtined for an Expedition againſt 
or Canada, ſhould winter in North 
America, it is, I think, not only practicable but 
very adviſeable : but I muſt differ from him in 
what he ſays in his poſtſcript, via. No Captain 
of a man of war ought to be conſulted about 
« wintering in Halifax; not one of them will 
blic di- 
ſeve- 


ral of theſe Officers have themſelves wintered in 


; 3 North America, and would be very proper to be 


— 4 
- ff 4% - CON 


2 3 nor can I entertain ſo baſe an opinion 
of them, as to ſuppoſe, that they would ever let 
their Pleaſures come in competition with che ſer - 
Vie of their King and Country. 

The influence, which be obſerves, Lord Lou- 
doum has gained over the North Americans, muſt. 
certatnly be of great Gs to his Lordſbip. 


and 


& 
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and is, as he rightly obſerves, a moſt material 
point for a Commander in that part of the world; 
and it muſt be acknowledged, conſidering what 
the vent of the war in North Americk have 
been theſe i /aft years, that it is no ſmall con- 
queſt to make over New England men, who, 
tillof late, have not been accuſtomed to ſuch mif- 
fortunes, and from their general character ſeem 
as little formed to bear d;/appointments of that 
kind, as any Subjects whatever within his Ma- 
jeſty's dominions. e e ee n 


I -have now, Sir, gone through the examina- 
tion of what the writer of the Briſtol letter affigns 
for the cauſes of our failure in this year's Expe- 
pition againſt Cape Breton, and his reaſons for 
it's being abandoned; but as the General and 
Admiral might, for ought we know, give other 
reaſons for their conduct in this Enterprize, than 
what he has diſcloſed in his letter, and which we 
are at preſent unacquainted with, it would be 
Prejudging in the caſe, to form 4 contlufive 
Opinion, without hearing thoſe reaſons, if any 
ſuch there be. in 


In the mean time I would obſerve to you, 
that from ſeveral marks diſcernable in the Briſtol 
letter, the writer of it, whoever he is, appears to 
me, not only to have reſided in Halifax at the 
time of holding the ſeveral Councils of war there, 
which he mentions,” but likewiſe to have had a 
participation in them. His privity to many 
things relative to that Council, wherein he ſays 
the reſolution of abandoning the Enterprize was 
taken; particularly the unanimous 9 

| | e 
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e 
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(2 ] 
he members in it, excepting only one diſſenting vote 
which every perſon, who is acquainted wich the 
nature of Councils of war, knows, are matters of 
ſecrecy, to Which none but the Members and Se- 
orctary are made privy, is a circumſtance, which 
with others, ſeem to me plainly ta indicate that 
he  affiſted in thoſe; Councils, or at leaſt, that 
thaſe cireumſtances were cammunicated to hun 
2X <ither by the Secretary ar ſome of the Members 
2X of the Council. 12 


X - -- Upon the whole, Sir, nothing can be more 
1 the deſign of the Briftol 

etter is to apologize for the conduct chiefly of | 
the General, though at the expence of the A ini- 
fte : and I cannot but obſerve, the writer's be- 
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ſtowing on him the high encomium, which the 

2X Romans did on Quintus Fabius Maximus, viz. | 
 B . 2 : 

Qi cuncTanpo reſtituit rem; alluding to the 
celebrated inſtance of Generalſhip,” which Fabius | 
—X Maximus ſhewed in avoiding to come to an en- | 
gagement with the Victorious Hannibal. This is ö 
a matter of too delicate a nature for me to en- - 
ter into a particular examination of. But I | 


think I may venture to remark one circumſtance, 
which ſeems. parallel in the ſtories of both Gene- 
rals, viz. That as the Roman General's Coun- 
trymen at ſirſt ſaw his conduct in fo unfavour- 
able a light that they paſſed a public (a) cenſure 
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I upon him; notwithſtanding which, as the Ro- "a 
man hiſtorian ſays, he (5) obſtinately perſiſted 1 
in it: ſo, many of the Britiſh General's Count y- _— 
MA. Liv. lib. 23. cap. 28. 26. 7 
 (&) Vid. Liv, lib. 22. cap. 15. 1 

D 2 | men 


=— . 2 | 
men have long ſeen bis in the ſame ſight; thar 
the Romans oa at firjt that of Fabius Maximus; 
notwithſtanding which his Lordſbip has moſt ſtea- 
dily perſevered in it: and as at laſt, the Roman 
General's name was immortalized in Europe by 
the effect, which his delays then had for ſto 


1025 


the Carthaginians from over- running Italy, 
is to be hop d by all well wiſhers to their Coun- 
try, that the Britiſn General's name may likewiſe 
be perpetuated to his honour in North America, 
by the happy effects, which his memorable delays 
to come to action there may have in the end to- 
wards hindering the F Pc N We 
the Britiſh Colonies.” | . 180 
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YINCE. finiſhing my remarks, I find in 
the public prints, an extract of a letter 
dated September 1th from on board his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip Newark, Admiral Holbourn Com- 
mander, on a cruize off Cape Breton, in 
which, it is ſaid, © we have been cruizing 
“ off the harbour's mouth ever ſince the 2oth 
« of Auguſt with ſixteen fail of the line, 
„ but they (the French] will not come out to 
6 us.” * N . 


As this account, Sir, of the behaviour of the 
French fleet appears to have been ſent from on 
board the Admirals own ſhip by ſome Officer, who 
could not be miſtaken in it, and it is agreeable to 
their former behaviour in ſuffering the Admiral 
to cruize with five or ſix ſhips of the line off the 
harbour without moleſtation, it ſeems to put it out 
of all doubt, that the Troops might have been land- 
ed on Cape breton without any riſque of the French 
Fleet's coming out to attack Mr. Holbourn; eſpe- 
cially conſidering the intelligence, which the 
General and Admiral had received, that the 
French crews were very fickly ; which intirely 
accounts for the behaviour of the French in both 
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